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had subsided. His experiences with mercenary mistresses,
whose financial demands had diminished die contents
of his privy purse, caused him to remember appreciatively
Marie's refinement and intelligence. After hearing
Olga play, he consented unconditionally to be present
at Petrovka's professional birth. Moreover, he declared
that he would nominate her Hofpianistin^ Securing
her a modest but regular salary, this honour would afford
Petrovka ample leisure to tour as Grafburg court
pianist and earn laurels for herself, while reflecting glory
on the home of her adoption.
After thanking Olga for the pleasure she had given
him, the Duke kissed the young artiste and presented her
with one hundred marks, telling her playfully that there
were many more in store for her. Overcome with
amazement at the thought of being able to buy a gift
for her mother with money she had earned, Olga bungled
over the curtsy that Freda had made her practise for
half-an-hour, before going to the palace. She was then
whisked away by the Duke's private secretary, who had
orders to entertain her until the monarch had terminated
his interview with her mother. Before Marie departed,
the Duke expressed the hope that she would return
permanently to Grafburg, and invited her to be his guest
in the royal box on the momentous occasion of Petrovka's
first appearance at the symphony concerts.
The next day, Marie left Grafburg and bade Olga
an revoir more light-heartedly than at any previous
parting. It seemed to her that, at last, she had success-
fully scaled the mountain of uncertainty beneath whose
shadow she had travelled ever since Longford's abandon-
ment. She felt that she had reached a plateau upon
which she could continue her journey, via a well-tarred
road, devoid of the boulders of doubt that, despite her
artistic triumphs, had often made the game of life seem
scarcely worth the candle.
1 Court Pianist.